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him in expressing its strong condemnation of the communistic ideas advocated and
propagated by Mr. Nehru. Sir Phiroze's resolution was not a mere negative reso-
lution. It made certain proposals which were generally regarded not only as a cure
but as a preventive against the spread of communistic ideas.
Proceeding, Sir Phiroze Sethna said that Mr. Nehru  spoke   about   ending   private
property 'except in a restricted sense'.   The expression 'except in a restricted   sense'
was quite vague, and he wished that for the sake of  clarity of thought and   definite-
ness of his own position, Mr. Nehru had amplified   and   elaborated   the   nature   and
extent of private property which he was   willing   to   permit.   Even   in   Eussia   all
private property was not completely destroyed under the Soviet system^   Again,   Mr.
Nehru wanted that all anti-imperialist forces should be organised and joined  together,
but in the same breath he said that   the   strength   of   such   a   united   front   must
inevitably come from the active participation of the peasantry  and   workers.     What
did   it  mean ?   It   could   obviously   mean   nothing   else   than   that   ^ all    people
including those owning property and having vested interests should combine to   dest-
roy imperialism, but thet when once imperialism was   destroyed,   the   peasants ^and
the workers should dominate and turn against  those   very   people   who   had   given
their cooperation in destroying imperialism and abolishing private property and vested
interests.   That meant the rule and the inevitable dictatorship of the proletariat.   The
obvious trend of Mr. Nehru's policy was the establishment of   a   communistic   order
fashioned more or less after the Russian model.   And this   fundamental   change^ Mr.
Nehru seemed to bring about by revolutionary   methods, and not by   a   reconciliation
of capital and labour.   Indeed he thought that such reconcilitiou was  impossible   and
that therefore class warfare was inevitable.
Sir Phiroze then entered into a theoretical discussion of communism and socialism,
He said the tendency today was to sympathise with and  commend the social purpose
which   socialism had in view and he endorsed that view.   Every sensible and reason-
able man recognised that there was terrible and heart-rending poverty in this country,
There could be no doubt whatever that Indian   society   must   be   so   improved   and
reconstructed that poverty if it could  not   be   altogether   removed,   might   at   least
be reduced by human efforts, individual or collective.   Extreme social   and   economic
inequality must also be removed, and the entire social relationship between class   and
class based on absolutely fair and equitable principles.   The endeavour must   be   that
every person who was willing to work and could fit into a job,   might   be   provided
whenever possible with employment and everyone must be in a   position to   eke   out
a reasonably comfortable existence.   With such  a   goal   of   human   life,   of   human
endeavour and of human organisations, everybody would have the   fullest   sympathy.
And it was because that ideal was now generally recognised that modern Government
showed an increasing tendency to adopt this really   practicable   and   reasonable   part
of the professed socialistic programme.   A carefully   adjusted   socialistic   programme
without trying to destroy private   property,   without  showing   any   unfairness   and
hostility to capitalism, without seeking to foment class struggle and to do away   with
capitalism altogether might not be open to any objection.   But   he  was   opposed   to
severe and complete socialistic regimentations and reduction of the  whole   society   to
a single class or rather that society should be a classless one because socialism in the
unqualified and unrestricted form in which it was advocated was   impossible   without
excessive Governmental control and regimentation and such   control   and   regimenta-
tion ^was an evil which men could not or ought not to   submit   to.    These objections
applied with greater intensity, greater force to communism.
Sir Phiroze referred to the recent history of Spain and said it was a lesson to
t&e world as- to the horrors that followed in the train of communism, and that was
tlte least that could be said about it.
Coming to the second and constructive p art of the resolution, Sir Phiroze said
tkat proper measures should be taken to arrest the growth of these communistic
and socialistic^ ideas* It was a -universal and undeniable truth that no revolutionary ideas
grew except in favourable circumstances. When two countries were brought tq-
getjtear and had such, close association as those between England and this country it
was but natural that mutual action and reaction of thought should take place be-
tween tliem. But that accounted only partially for the genesis and growth of the
socialistic and communistic ideas in India, The vital causes must be fought elsewhere,
I&ey were to be found in. increasing unemployment, particularly among the educated
raddle classes and the dire poverty and distress among the vast bulk of the poptt-
laSon, If there had been no such unemployment and if the British Government had
Jbng ago taim measure to reduce the poverty of the people and raise theic standard